March 7, 2019

Part of the problem is the usual
weight of promiscuous politicians who
would obviously be for abortion; people
like the Ted Kennedys or Bill Clintons
or Bob Packwoods of the world; and,
obviously, there are a given number of
men who have a vested interest in
making sure abortion is always avail-
able.

Part of the problem is the pernicious
influence of Hollywood. The ‘‘Me Too
Movement’ has opened up eyes as to
the mindset of powerful people in Hol-
lywood and that, perhaps, is one of the
reasons why the popular culture would
be all largely pro-choice to the extreme
or pro-abortion to the extreme.

But still, why is it in America that
we are such an outlier? John Adams
said that this country—that the Con-
stitution was put together for a mor-
ally and religious people. The Pilgrims
came from Europe to found a more de-
vout country. Yet, in Europe, a much
less religious country than ours, the
norm is no abortions after 12 weeks.
You look around. Germany, 12 weeks;
France, 12 weeks; Italy, 90 days; Por-
tugal, 10 weeks.

How did America wind up, in States
like New York saying, okay for 9
months?

And you look south of the border.
Mexico, most of their states don’t
allow abortion to this day; and it is 12
weeks in the area of Mexico City.

So, we will have to look further why
did this happen.

I had originally felt, with the advent
of the ultrasound, America would be-
come overwhelmingly pro-life. I had
toured abortion clinics when the
ultrasound was a little bit rare, and I
could see the language that was used to
mislead America as to what was going
on.

In the abortion industry, they don’t
use the word ‘‘abortion.” They talk
about ‘‘procedures.”” They don’t even
use the word ‘‘fetus,” much less
“baby.” They use the word ‘‘tissue.”’

But I felt the ultrasound would over-
come that language that I felt was one
of the reasons abortion was still so
common.

So who else can we blame?

Obviously, politicians have dropped
the ball. Obviously, we have horrible
judges who can look at the Constitu-
tion, a document founded for a moral
and religious people, and claim that
when our forefathers put together that
Constitution, they apparently expected
abortion to be legal, and abortion being
illegal for so much of this country’s
history.

To a certain extent, when you look
at the judges, I think we have to blame
the law schools, you know. Americans,
whatever polls you look at, bounce
back and forth between what people
would say is 50 percent pro-abortion, 50
percent pro-life.

I wonder, in the law schools, the law
school students, the law school faculty,
what those numbers are, which is
maybe one of the reasons why so few of
the judges seem to be able to get the
appropriate answer here.
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But where I would like to put the at-
tention is, where are the churches?

You know, it must be kind of dif-
ficult to be a minister or a priest. You
have got to come up with 50 or 52 dif-
ferent topics a year to talk about.

Now, we have a situation going on in
this country where we peaked out at
over a million abortions a year, and we
are still over 600,000. You look what is
going on in Virginia, and you look at
what is going on in New York; and it
seems to me there is fertile ground for
the priest or minister looking for
something to say.

Nevertheless, I have taken to spend-
ing the last few weeks kind of talking
to people at random as to how often in
the past year, when the priests and
ministers are looking for 50 different
topics to talk about, how often they
have addressed the abortion issue.

It is not unusual, as a matter of fact,
I would say the majority of people I
talked to who go to a church, it is not
brought up at all. I mean, I will tell
you, it would be very difficult to come
up with 50 different topics a year. But
how you can come up with 50 different
topics a year, and with 600,000 abor-
tions in this country every year, and
not deal with that?

But I think a lot of the blame has to
lie there. Whenever there are great
tragedies in human history, I think
people expect the clergy to step up and
provide some moral guidance.

So I end this speech by saying three
things:

First of all, I ask the pro-life groups
not to give up.

Secondly, I ask the politicians to
bring forth bills like the Born-Alive
Abortion Survivors Protection Act,
which, by the way, in itself, shows
some weakness, and we have a rel-
atively weak bill. And that is, I guess,
what our pro-life position is today, or
the bill we can bring to the floor.

It is kind of sad that we didn’t even
get a final vote on that in the Senate,
but the bill should be brought up to
educate America on the state of abor-
tion in America right now.

And finally, and most importantly, I
ask the churches to finally step up.

You know, I look on a calendar, and
this June there will be five weekends.
Okay. So your average priest, your av-
erage minister out there is going to
have to think of five topics to talk
about.

So I would like to ask the people of
this country, and any clergy who hap-
pen to hear this speech, to devote at
least one of those 5 weeks in June to
this stain of over 600,000 abortions in
this country every year, and ask your-
self, what is the right or wrong thing
to do?

And if you are one of those clergy-
men who, over the last year has not ad-
dressed this issue—see, I am making
your life easier for you, you only have
to think of four other things to talk
about, rather than the five weekends in
June—I ask you to spend one week in
June addressing this issue and encour-
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aging people to finally say no more of
this scourge in the United States.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 53 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, March 8, 2019, at 9

a.m.
————
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

329. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Subpart Nomenclature Change [Dock-
et No.: APHIS-2018-0070] received March 6,
2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Agriculture.

330. A letter from the Director, Issuances
Staff, OPPD/FSIS/USDA, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Eliminating Unnecessary Re-
quirements for Hog Carcass Cleaning [Dock-
et No.: FSIS-2018-0005] (RIN: 0583-AD68) re-
ceived March 6, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture.

331. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Office of the Secretary, Department
of Defense, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Standard Rates of Subsistence
Allowance and Commutation Instead of Uni-
forms for Members of the Senior Reserve Of-
ficers’ Training Corps [Docket ID: DOD-2018-
0S-0046] (RIN: 0790-AK32) received March 6,
2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Armed Services.

332. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Office of the Secretary, Department
of Defense, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Productivity Enhancing Capital
Investment (PECI) [Docket ID: DOD-2018-0S-
0084] (RIN: 0790-AK46) received March 6, 2019,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

333. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Office of the Secretary, Department
of Defense, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Retired Serviceman’s Family
Protection Plan (RSFPP) [Docket ID: DOD-
2018-0S-0058] (RIN: 0790-AK31) received
March 6, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

334. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Availability of
DoD Directives, DoD Instructions, DoD Pub-
lications, and Changes [Docket ID: DOD-2019-
0S-0004] (RIN: 0790-AK48) received March 6,
2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Armed Services.

335. A letter from the Deputy Secretary of
the Securities and Exchange Commission,
Division of Investment Management, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s interim final rule —
Amendments To The Timing Requirements
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